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The issues surrounding the need to conserve livestock resources
have been discussed for many years in a variety of forums. For
example, FAO forums have provided a wealth of guidelines for es-
tablishing programs, and the FAO and UNEP have worked together
to supply training and to organize regional meetings on animal ge-
netic resources. Additional activities have been ongoing in Africa,
Asia, Europe, and Latin America. All of these efforts recognize the
urgent need to integrate conservation and livestock improvement ef-
forts. If action is not taken soon, potentially valuable livestock ge-
netic resources could be lost.

Documentation of Breeds

Increased efforts are needed to inventory and characterize unique and
endangered populations and breeds, particularly in developing countries.

Decisions about needs and priorities in livestock conservation pro-
grams must be based on knowledge of the animal populations. For
populations found in developing regions, the need for documenta-
tion is particularly acute, because industrialization and the importa-
tion of improved breeds can threaten indigenous breeds. An essen-
tial component of this process is establishing national and international
data bases that maintain information in a readily accessible form.
The Animal Genetic Data Bank at the Hanover School of Veterinary
Medicine and FAO's world inventory of native livestock breeds and
strains constitute a good beginning, but much greater effort is needed
to collect information, particularly from developing countries.

Increased Cooperation

Private efforts to preserve animals in breeding herds should be encour-
aged.

Private farm parks, such as those associated with the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust in England, have proved successful in preserving se-
lected rare or historic breeds. In some cases, governments have sub-
sidized or otherwise assisted farmers who elected to maintain ani-
mals of particular breeds. In Canada, for example, farmers in the
Province of Quebec are paid for rearing purebred Canadienne cattle.
Cooperation also could take the form of exchanging information about
the breeds preserved or of providing technical assistance on breeding
programs to control inbreeding or ensure breed purity.

Although the many herds and flocks held by private individuals
and groups may not originally have been assembled for conservation